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Sometimes you have to take the initiative. The Community Biodiversity Strategy is an 

ambitious effort by community groups to engage grass roots people in actions to 

protect and sustain an amazing diversity of species in our city. 

Our challenge is to seek wider community support for this cause by bringing in new 
ideas and initiatives and reshaping our arguments to address the current social and 
political landscape. 

Our environmental groups have laboured for a long time to protect, enhance and 
manage our environment ς with many successes. To be effective we have to be 
innovative to reach out to a wider audience and engage them in a unified movement 
ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ άǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ L ƳŀƪŜΚέ 

In Brisbane it is urban growth that provides a primary threat; add to this the national 
and global facts that include thousands of species becoming extinct over short time 
frames, exploding human population, over exploitation of our natural resources and 
food security projections. Are we consuming our world? 

Science alone cannot save our biodiversity. Just look at the Climate Change 
approach. The International Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services is looking 
also at the social sciences ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΗ 

Protecting ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ άŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘǎέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ by learning to 
value local knowledge and expertise and listening to the wisdom of the elders, at all 
levels ς your members, Prof Ian Lowe and Dr David Suzuki for instance. 

If people are seen as the problem ς ǘƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ behaviour and attitudes must be a 
major part of the solution. There are actions we can take as individuals and 
communities in our own areas and this can help us understand tackling the bigger 
issues. 

{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǳǎ ǳƴƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
- become a cumulative part in returning our natural systems and areas to good 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέΦ 

 

 

Wayne Cameron 
President of BCN 
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This Strategy is aimed at catchment groups, sub-catchment groups, potential friends 

of catchment groups, businesses and the community at large. 

We hope this will be a motivational tool that can be employed by 
catchment groups to aid in community involvement and awareness, 
and protection of biodiversity. 

 
 

άAll of us in Australia have a job to do if we are to succeed in 
avoiding the foreseeable catastrophic loss of genes, species and 
ecosystems. Our tasks will be at various scales, from backyards 
ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦέ 

 !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмл-2030 
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A Strategy is a tool which provides information and tools to aid in achieving an 
overall vision. 
 
 
 
 
Our vision: 
 

 
A healthy and biodiverse Brisbane 

 

 
 
In order to attain our vision this strategy will provide direction and scope for 
achieving long term goals.   
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ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ is one of the most 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ  

 Brisbane City Biodiversity Strategy 1998 

 
 
The South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Plan 2009-2031 stated: 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ industry and 

government investment. Private landowners manage the majority of the region. 

Enhancing and maintaining the capacity and ability of the community to engage in 

planning, implementing and monitoring local actions to support the achievement 

of regƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦέ 

Obviously, community involvement plays a large role in biodiversity conservation. 

However, although there are many biodiversity strategies available, until now there 

has been no biodiversity strategy for Brisbane that targets the community. Using the 

South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Plan 2009-2031 as a 

foundation, Brisbane Catchments Network aim to address this issue through the 

formation of this strategy.  

The objective of this strategy is to help maintain biodiversity in the modified 

environment of a contemporary and growing city through: 

¶ Valuing: Raising levels of awareness, understanding and commitment to 

valuing and conserving biodiversity at the community level 

¶ Doing: Strengthening biodiversity conservation through increasing 

involvement from all levels of the community in activities undertaken on 

ground with a local focus 

¶ Supporting: Appealing to a wider audience in a way which empowers people 

and supports the community to help itself 

It aims to empower communities, focusing on positive ways to achieve increased 

involvement in maintaining biodiversity. This Community Biodiversity Strategy will be 

something that catchment groups ς as well as sub-catchment groups, organisations, 

businesses ς can utilise as a tool to help them gain community involvement, and 

educate the wider community on the benefits and need for the conservation of 

biodiversity.   



6 
 

  



7 
 

 

 

 

Brisbane Catchments Network (BCN) is a collaboration of all existing community-

based volunteer catchment groups operating within the city of Brisbane. The 

network provides opportunities for individual groups to share information and 

develop partnerships and projects to address citywide issues. Through a 

fundamental desire to address the issue of community involvement and biodiversity 

conservation, BCN has driven the creation of this Brisbane Community Biodiversity 

Strategy. 

Brisbane Catchments Network (BCN): 

¶ Is a partnership, communication and information sharing network of 

catchment and land care groups across Brisbane 

¶ Provides members with a common voice on sub-regional natural resource 

management issues 

¶ Communicates with all levels of government, community and other 

stakeholders, across the city and SEQ Region 

¶ Coordinates collaborative on-ground projects across the Lower Brisbane 

River and associated coastal areas 

¶ BCN can provide advice on: 

Á Identification of priority waterway and catchment issues 

Á Community education 

Á Awareness raising and engagement activities 

Á Strategic waterway and catchment issues both across the city and in 

the SEQ region 

Á Seeking opportunities for development of relevant individual and joint 

grant applications from Council 

Á Regional and commonwealth funding sources on a strategic, city-wide 

basis 
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BCN raised the desire to create a biodiversity strategy for Brisbane aimed at 

empowering the community ς a Brisbane Community Biodiversity Strategy. The 

creation of this strategy has been strongly facilitated by the various community 

groups within BCN.  

This strategy differs from other biodiversity strategies available as it is aimed solely 

at the community. In order to ensure that the strategy focused on issues most 

pertinent to the community, there was significant stakeholder input throughout the 

creation of the strategy.  Most importantly, a stakeholder workshop was held. This 

consisted of around 40 Stakeholders attending and workshopping what issues they 

felt were most important to biodiversity conservation in Brisbane. The purpose of 

the workshop was to provide the direction for the body of the strategy. 

The workshop took place over three hours on Saturday 1st September 2012. Simon 

Baltais, the Keynote Speaker, delivered a speech on the importance of biodiversity in 

our area. Following this Wayne Cameron, the chair of BCN, addressed all attendees 

on the purpose of the workshop and strategy.  Attendees were then broken into five 

groups (given butchers paper and pens), each group workshopping what they 

thought was important to biodiversity conservation in Brisbane. Each group then 

presented their outcomes to the other groups.  At the conclusion of the workshop 

ǘƘŜ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǾŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ς upon which each group had written any 

ideas during the workshopping process ς were attached to the back wall. All 

attendees were given three stickers to vote on the outcomes they thought were 

most important to include in the strategy. 

The outcomes voted on were integrated to form the objectives of 

this strategy.  All outcomes were important and are included in 

the archive of this strategy (p. 37). 
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South East Queensland is one of the most biodiverse areas in the world, often 

referred to as a Ψbiodiversity hot-spotΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƙǳō ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

Brisbane, which is considered to be the most biodiverse capital city in Australia. 

Brisbane is also one of the fastest growing cities in Australia, and this has led to often 

conflicting demands on its environment and ecosystem.    

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ damaging 

processes such as: 

¶ Vegetation clearing 

¶ Increasing fragmentation of remaining vegetation 

¶ Pest species 

¶ Pollutants  
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άConserving biodiversity is an essential part of safeguarding the 
ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΦέ 

-!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмл-2030 

 

The figure below shows just how significantly biodiversity influences different 

aspects of life. Biodiversity is beneficial and essential for production services, the 

preservation of options such as maintaining future resources, vital ecological and 

ecosystem services, social benefits and cultural values. 

 

 
(Regional Nature Conservation Strategy for South East Queensland 2003-2008) 
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