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Foreword

Sometimes you have to take the initiative. The CommuBibdiversity Strategy is an
ambitious effort by community groups to engage grass roots people in actions to
protect and sustain an amazing diversity of species in our city.

Our challenge is to seek wider community support for this cause byibgimgnew
ideas and initiatives and reshaping our arguments to address the current social and
political landscape.

Our environmental groups havabouredfor a long time to protect, enhance and

manage our environmerg with many successes. To be effective vee to be

innovative to reach out to a wider audience and engage them in a unified movement
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In Brisbane it is urban growth that provides a primary threatd to this the nationh
and global facts that include thousands of species becoming extinct over short time
frames, exploding human population, over exploitation of our natural resources and
food security projections. Are we consuming our world?

Science alone cannot save ouodiiversity. Just look at the Climate Change
approach. The International Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services is looking
also at the social science YR (KIiQa 6KSNB 6S 02YS AyH
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value local knowledge and expertise and listening to the wisdom of the elders, at all
levels¢ your members, Prof lan Lowe and Dr David Suzuki for instance.

If people are seen as the probleqii K Sy LX&Ralitiurdr@ attitudes must be a
major part of the solution. There are actions we can take as individuals and
communities in our own areas and this can help us understand tackling the bigger
issues.
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- become a cumulative part in returning our natural systems and areas to good
KSFf Ko [ Si dza 0S02YS | LI NI 2F aGKS azf dzi.

A Camaron.

Wayne Cameron

President of BCN x _ |Z‘
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Audience

This Strategy is aimed at catchment groups,-satthment groups, potential friends
of catchment groups, businesses and the community at large.

We hope thiswill be a motivational tool that can be employed by
catchment groups to aid in community involvement and awareness,
and protection of biodiversity.

OAll of us in Australia have a job to do if we are to succeed in

avoiding the foreseeable catastrophic loss @&nes, species and

ecosystems. Our tasks will be at various scales, from backyards
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A Strategy is a tool whigdrovidesinformation andtools to aid in achieving an
overall vision.

Our vision:

A healthy and biodiverse Brisbane

In order to attain our vision this strategy will provide direction and scope for
achieving long term goals.
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Why We Prepared Th|s Strategy
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Brisbane City Biodiversity Strategy 1998
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The South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Plai2@BDS%tated:
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government investment. Private landowners manage the majority of the region.

Enhancing and maintaining the capacity and ability of the community to engage in

planning, implementing and monitoring local actions to support the achievement
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Obviously, community involvement plays a large role in biodiversity conservation.
However although there are many biadersity strategies availablantil now there
has been no biodiversity strategy for Brisbane that targleéscommunity.Using the
South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Plar2B@19as a
foundation, Brisbane Catchments Network aim to address this issue through the
formation of this strategy.

The objective of this strategy is help maintainbiodiversity in the modified
environment of a contemporary and growing city through:

1 Valuing:Raising levels of awareness, understanding and commitment to
valuing and conserving biodiversity at the community level

1 Doing:Strengthening biodiversity conseman through increasing
involvement from all levels of the community in activities undertaken on
ground with a local focus

1 Supporting:Appealing to a wider audience in a waitich empowers people
and supports the community to help itself

It aims to empowercommunities, focusing on posig ways to achieviacreased
involvement in maintaining biodiversity. This Community Biodiversity Strategy will be
something that catchment groupsas well as swoatchment groups, organisations,
businesseg can utilise as tool to help them gain community involvement, and
educate the wider community on the benefésd need for theconservation of
biodiversity.
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Brisbane Catchments Network (BG&Na collaboration of all existing community
based volunteer catchment groups operating within the city of Brisbane. The
network provides opportunities for individual groups to share information and
develop partnerships and projects to address citywideies. Through a

fundamental desire to address the issue of community involvement and biodiversity
conservation, BCNasdriven the creation of this Brisbane Community Biodiversity
Strategy.

Brisbane Catchments Network (BCN):

1 Is a partnership, communicatiaand information sharing network of
catchment and land care groups across Brisbane
1 Provides members with a common voice on-sagional natural resource
management issues
1 Communicates with all levels of government, community and other
stakeholders, acrogbe city and SEQ Region
1 Coordinates collaborative eground projects across the Lower Brisbane
River and associated coastal areas
1 BCN can provide advice on:
A Identification of priority waterway and catchment issues
A Community education
A Awareness raising arehgagement activities
A Strategic waterway and catchment issues both across the city and in
the SEQ region
Seeking opportunities for development of relevant individual and joint
grant applications from Council
A Regional and commonwealth funding sources otratsgic, citywide
basis
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Come Into Being?

BCN raised the desire to create a biodiversity strategy for Brisbane aimed at
empoweringthe communityg a Brisbane Community Biodiversity StrateGye
creation of this strategy has beetronglyfacilitated by the various community
groups within BCN.

Thisstrategy differs fronother biodiversity strategies available as it is aimed solely
at the communityIn order to ensure that the strategy focused on issues most
pertinent to the community, thee was significant stakeholder input throughout the
creation of thestrategy. Most importantly, a stakeholder workshop was held. This
consisted of around 40 Stakeholders attending and workshopping what issues they
felt were most important to biodiversitgonservation in Brisbane. The purpose of

the workshop was to provide the direction for the body of the strategy.

The workshop took place over three hours on Saturd&yseptember 2012Simon
Baltais, theKeynoteSpeakerdelivered a speech on the importea of bodiversity in

our area. Following this Wayne Cameron, the chair of BCN, addressed all attendees
on the purpose of the workshop and strategy. Attendees were then broken into five
groups (given butchers paper and pens), each group workshoppingtidyat

thought was important to biodiversity conservation in Brisbane. Each group then
presented their outcomes to the other groups. At the conclusion of the workshop
0KS 06dzi OKSNIDa&a LI tiponwhicNBarh giodpthad Wikttéh&nyd | 6 £ S &
ideas dumng the workshopping processwere attached tahe back wall. All

attendees were given three stickers to vote on the outcomes they thought were
most important to include in the strategy.

The outcomes voted owere integrated to form the objectives of
this strategy. All outcomes were important and are included in
the archive of thistrategy (p.37).




Background

South East Queenslandaee of the most biodiverse areas in the world, often

referred to asa Wiodiversityhot-spotQ® ¢ KS Kdzo 2F {2dziK 9l ad v dz
Brisbane, which is considered to be the most biodiverse capital city in Australia.

Brisbane is also one of the fastest growing ciiedustraliaand this haded to often

conflicting demands on its environment and ecosystem.
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processes such as:

Vegetation clearing

Pest species
Pollutants

= =4 4 4

What is an Ecosystem?

An ecosystem is a community of interacting

organisms and their surrounding environment.

Healthy ecosystems possess high levels of
biodiversity, while unhealthy ecosystems
possess lower levels of biodiversity. The
health of an ecosystem - and the
biodiversity within an ecosystem- can
be highly affected by human influence

Five Kingdoms of Life

Biodiversity refers to all life on earth. It
ranges from large animals down to
microorganisms. All biological life can be
classified into five kingdoms:

® Monera (bacteria)
® Protists (algae)

® Fungi

e Plants

® Animals
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Increasing fragmentation of remaining vegetation

What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity refers to the variety of life in a
particular habitat or ecosystem. The Nature
Conservation Act 1992 identifies four different
levels of biodiversity:

© REGIONAL DIVERSITY

the diversity of the landscape components of
a region, and the functional relationships that
affect environmental conditions within
ecosystems

© ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY

the diversity of the different types of commu-
nities formed by living organisms and the
relations between them

© SPECIES DIVERSITY
the diversity of species

©® GENETIC DIVERSITY
the diversity of genes within each species



oConserving biodiversity is an essential part of safeguarding the
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The figure belovshows just how significantly biodiversity influencierent
aspects of lifeBiodiversity is beneficial and essential for production services, the

preservation of options such as maintaining future resources, vital ecological and
ecosystem services, social benefits and cultural values.

Production services

* Food

* Pharmaceuticals

* (Genetic resources
(breeding stocks)

* [Durable materials
(fimber, natural fibra)

* Energy
(biomass, hydropower)

¢ Ornamental plants

* Industrial products
(oils, dyes, latex, rubber)

* Ecotourism

+ Riological cantrol

Preservation of options
* Future resources — genetic
and matural capital (known

and unknown)

* [ntergenerational value
and obligations

* Evolutionary capital

Biodiversity

Values

Ecological and
Ecosystem Services

# Cycling and fltration
processes (breakdown of
wastes, soil farmation
and protection, clean air/water,
nutrient storage and cycling)

+ Translocation processes
(seed dispersal, pollination) .

* Stabilizing processes
{weather/climate, geamarphic
processes, hydrologic
regulation, salinity cantrol,
control pest species)

Social benefits

Intellectual and
spiritual inspiration
Ethical/existence values
Aesthetic beauty
Scientific value
Educational value

Cultural

= Traditional
Ownervalues

* Other cultural
heritage values

Open space

lacal character
Lifestyle enhancement
Recreation

Historical

(Regional Natur€onservation Strategy for South East Queensland-2008)
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Why value Biodiversity?

The SEQ NRM states a plethora of reasons biodiversity
should be valued, appreciated and protected. These
include:

South East Queensland is home to some of the richest
diversities of animal and plant species in Australia. However,
all living creatures rely on the biological life support systems
provided by healthy ecosystems and biodiversity.

The Icoiic native species found in our ecosystems are crucial
to the tourism industry

Biodiversity strongly affects human heaith

Healthy, biodiverse ecosystems are more robust, presenting
favourable conditions for reducing the impact of pests and
diseases in human, agricultural and naturol systems

Vegetation and Insects allow for pollination of natural and
agricultural plants — which Is important for food supplies,
fuel, building materials, fibre and ornamental resources and
the survival or many of our ecosystems

Natural, biodiverse landscapes provide aesthetic inspiration
to residents and visitors, and have been shown to aid in
community health and wellbeing

The provision of ecosystem services Is dependent on
maintaining biodiversity

Ecosystem $ervices

Ecosystem services refer to the range of goods and services the natural environment supplies — or
the benefits that the community obtain from natural environments. Ecosystem Services are key
components of the sustainability or liveability a region. The South East Queensiand Natural
Resource Management Plan 2009-2031 found ecosystem services to include:

The filtering of runoff to supply high-quality water for human consumption
The provision of food and building materials

The provision of medicines and pharmaceuticals

The pollination of food plants

Recreational opportunities

The preservation and management of ecosystem services are essential for our region’s response to
climate change, long-term economic, social, cultural and environmental sustainability, and
community quality of life. It is important to remember that the provision of all ecosystem
services is dependent on safeguarding our biodiverse areas and supporting habitats.




